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MUST HAVE 
HIS MIND-- 


iT! \ 
Jum O ‘fll 


BUILDING 
CORNICE -- 
I CAUGHT 


OR EFFORT! 


I PULLED MYSELF ; - y Ba m 
UP, WITHOUT STRAIN. / b ul il H i] 
Oo rl 
gigs: ea 
xe 


Z| 


AT LAST, I BEGIN To es 

BELIEVE T MADE THE 

PROPER CHOICE IN 
SPIDER-MAN. 


s 7 a Fae 
OTHER ‘SOME 50R = Z BED 
ABLITIES ) 


STRONG IT /S, 


THE WEBBING DIDN 
BREA: 


BUT THAT 
ONE PUL 


STRENGTH, SPEED, AGLITY 
FANTASTIC POWERS ANC” 
WEAPONS, 


Z COULP_NOT_ 
FOR MORE. 


( 
SPIDER-MAN 1S 
Tit FIGHTING ME, 

eS = 


I'VE NEVER 
POSSESSED 
ANYONE © 


By My 
ANCESTORS! 


HIS WILL 1S 
‘AS STRONG AS 
HIS BODY. EVEN 

THOUGH I AM IN 

Z COMPLETE CONTROL, 


I CANNOT FAULT 
QHiM FOR THAT, 
T 


rae 


FIN His PLACE, I. 
WOLD 


THE LON IT STAY WITH 
: MORE LIKE HIM 
= ‘ab 
WF AT ALL -- THE 
PROCESS MIGHT BECOME 
IRREVERSIBLE, 


TiS 1S FREEDOM TOWER, 
IN THE HEART OF NEW YORK'S 
A FINANCIAL DISTRICT, A HALF- 


MOST PRESTIGIOUS BROKER- 
AGE HOLISES AND LAW FIRMS 
IN THE COUNTRY, 16 NOT THE 


Now, arrer 
47S CONVERSION 
TO K: 


RICH, AND 
SUPER- RICH. 


AMONG THEM, NGUYEN NGOS CoY, A FORMER GENERAL IN THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY. 
HE CALLS HIMSELF A SIMPLE BUSINESSMAN THESE DAYS, ONG FORTUNATE ENOUGH To BE A 
SELF-MADE MULTI-MILLIONAIRE, 


TONIGHT, HE'S HOSTING 
ONE OF THE SWANKIEST B 


WELCOME, 
DR. AND MRS.B 
RICHARDS, 


I'VE HEARD SO MUCH 


OP THE RENOWNED FANTASTIC 
FOUR. \T |S AN HONOR AND A 
PLEASURE TOMEET YOU AT LAST, 


THANK YOU, \/ IT WAS FOR OH, YOU POOR DARLINGS. REGRETTABLY, 
GENERAL. iT \ CHARITY. CONSIDER \ To PRESENT] | /T MUST HAVE BEEN A MRS, RICHARDS, 
IT MY WAY OF TERRIBLE ORDEAL. THEY SPEAK 
THANKING AMER- ND NO ENGLISH. 
ICA FOR BEING THIS IS HIS , 
$0 GOoD TO 
mM 


RECENTLY ES~- 
CAPED FROM 
VIETNAM. 


SEN, IT'S UNGRACIOUS OF ME, 

AFTER ALL OUR HOST HAS DONE 

FOR OUR CHARITY, BUT...I DON'T, 
LIKE HIM, ai 


AND IT iS ALSO ~ LAWSON, DERuGE] [A/eARay, WE FIND THE 
(Op 


LONG PAST THEIR EE TO THE | | GUEST-OF-HONOR: ; 
BEDTIME. CHILDREN BLING SCULPTRESS |< 
ALICIA MASTERS, AND | ™ 
HER BEAU, BEN 
GRIMM -- THE THING, 


HMPH! FROM THE 
BULGES UNDER THE 
JACKETS, IT LOOKS LIKE 
EVERY FLUNKY HERE IS 
CARRYIN’ & GUN. THE 
GENERAL EXPECTIN' WORLD 
WAR THREE OR SOMETHIN’? 


THAT MAKES TWO 
OF US, HON. DON'T 
WORRY, THOUGH. WE'LL 

LEAVE SOON 


AT THAT MOMENT, HOWEY. 
UPSTAIRS... 


<CHILDREN, I... 
I'VE BEEN SENT 
BY_YourR 
SISTER.*> 


SOMEONE BEHIND ME! CS BUT MY ASSAILANT--HE...HE HAS KIDNAPPING SEEMS] 
THAT EERIE SENSATION RUBBER! WHO-- OF A BIT OUT OF YOUR! 
“CRAWLER, 


MUST HAVE BEEN A COURSE! (ST LINE, WALL- 
KINO OF WARNING! <A Bt FANTASTIC, TEABER OF THE 
fea. a FANTASTIC FOouR! % 


IS STOPPED 


BEFORE 
IT'S REALLY 
STARTED. 


£ 
ROLLED WITH 
HIS KICK, 


WHAT'S'A MATTER, BUG WHAT >!> SPIDER-MAN IS 
BRAIN, YOU TIRED’ O" BEI 
ONE O’ THE GOOD GUYS> 


WONDERFLA ! I 
THREW THE THING 
EXACTLY RIGHT! 


1, 


sate, 


THE IMPACT HAS TIED HIN8 AND /AR, 
FANTASTIC UP IN KNOTS. BY THE 


(Joutoralccies 
RE_ONLY MAKING 
BEN, WILL You RELAX?) ————__| MATTERS WORSE! 


GENERAL, TELL YOUR BODYGUARDS ALL RIGHT, i NOT YET, TRAN. YOU ARE TOO 
TO PUT THEIR GUNS AWAY. I'LL WALL - CRAWLER, EAGER. YOUR UNIQUE TALENT 
HANDLE THIS. FOR YOU, THIS MUST BE CONSERVED FOR EQUALLY| 
PARTY'S OVER, — & = UNIQUE 
DO AS THE =i > SITUATIONS | 
INVISIBLE a =) me 
GIRL SAYS. Py 


g 


Panes 
EY UY 
ge 


I DON'T WANT TO 90 BUT YOU GIVE ME 
THIS, SPIDEY, YOU'RE NO ALTERNATIVE. 
A FRIEND, REED ANZ 7 

I OWE YOU OUR SON, 

FRANKLIN'S, LIFE. * 


INVISIBLE 
AS DETAILED |M MTU # GB:- DENNY. FORCE FIELD. 


¥ 
UT AS SHE SAID, SPIDER-MAN [5 HER SN TINGLING 
a F FRIEND... LG = Gata 
IM BEING 
d ‘ WARNED 
A ‘S ak 
me : 
Me 
FANTASTIC 
=- ATTACKING 
a 
‘ y( ( 
.. THE SAVIOR OF KER 
CHILD. 50, SHE HOLDS = t (\ 
BACK-- JUST ALITTLE, ~ 
BUT JUST ENOUGHTO @ 


GIVE THE POSSESSED. i} D 
WEB- SLINGER THE OP- 


PORTUNITY HE NEEDS ¥ 
To STRIKE BACK. \ 


WE'RE THROUGH MAKIN’ NICE WITH YOU, PUNK, WV THE FANTASTIC FOUR'S REP- 
iF YOU WANT’A GET YERSELF PULVERIZED UTATION SEEMS A BIT OVER- 
|LOWN, UNCLE, SPIDER-MAN 


LIKE DR. DOOM OR GALACTUS... 8 
< 1 MAKING FOOLS OF THEM. 
«1 BENJAMIN J. GRIMM 'LL 
GLAD TA OBLIGE THEY'VE HAD 
Ai THEIR CHANCE, 
TRAN. THEY'VE 
FAILED. 


A —ar 


keen SF rm Do THAT, 
TEE THING, You Witt 
HAVE To CATCH 
ME_AND I AM DIS- 
COVERING THAT IS - 
FAR EASIER SAIO| | DEAL WITH 
THAN DONE. THE PROBLEM 


14 


ONCE MORE, SPIDER- 
MAN'S BRAIN IS RIPPED 
BY FIRE... 


THE YOUNG VIET- 
NAMESE TRIES 
To SEIZE CONTROL 

OF HIS MIND. 


10, OUTSIDE THE PENTHOUSE. a OUR POWER 5 FQ@UAL--BuT 
Ano, is 4 é TRAN IS HEALTHY, WELL-FED, IN! 
PEAK CONDITION. T..,AM FAR 

FROM THAT, 


HE IS ATTEMPTING g é Bur I pousT HE DOES NoT YET! 
TO POSSESS SPIDER IT WiLL LAST REALIZE, HE IS 
a MUCH LONGER. FIGHTING ME. 


HEY! OUTTA THE BLUE, ‘CAUSE I GUARANTEE 
SPIDEY DROPPED. {THE EXCEDRIN HEADACHE 
Ba! HE'S GOT NOW... 


IF HE DID, IT WOULD CHANGE NO- 
THING. HE IS MY BROTHER, MY 
TWIN. 


— 
A STRANGER, 
AN... ENEMY. 

<< 


I MUST... RELEASE 
SPIDER-MAN. I'VE 


SAVED MYSELF, BUT NOT 
NGA ANG LEONG. WHEN fe 

THEY NEEQED ME MOST, - 
T... FAILED THEM Q0°0hhhn... 


IF NoT-- iF HE WAS SOME 
VILLAIN’S INNOCENT PAWH all 
THIS NIGHT--THEN THE F.F. HI 


OWE HIM THEIR HELP, 5 


AND TURNED MY HEAD INTO THE 
“GONG SHOW'S" GONGAS 


Y you DON'T REMEMBER TRY- 


Lo ZT... RINT MOTHIN COMPARED 
TA THE ONE HE'S GONNA HAVE 
WHEN HE WAKES UP! 


GENERAL Coy is ODDLY RE- 
LUCTANT TO SUMMON THE 
POLICE, AND REED HAS NO 
TROUBLE PERSUADING HIM TO 
TURN THE UNCONSCIOUS WEB- 
SLINGER OVER TO THE FF., 
SPIDER -MAN'S ACTIONS THIS 
EVENING WERE COMPLETELY 


HAVE SOME OF SUE'S HOT 
CHOCOLATE, SPIDER-MAN. -IT't 
MAKE YOU FEEL BETTER, 


WHAT AM I DOING IN N JOHNNY STORM, DO] 

THE BAXTER BUILDING? ) ING TO KIDNAP TWO CHILDREN?) You MIND? STOP SHOW- 

LAST IT REMEMBER, LT OR FIGHTING US> ING OFF, AND PUT CUT 
THAT FLAME! 


WAS SWINGING DOWN 
THE WEST SIDE, ON 
MY WAY HOME. 


OUT OF CHARACTER... 


ITS THE LEAST THEY CAN 
00, AFTER ALL THE AID HE'S 
GIVEN THEM IN THE PAST. 


KIDNAPPING? ME>! I 
DION'T--£ COULDN'T. 
Bur...T... 


, 


(S00N, IN ONE OF REED RICHARDS’ LABS. HMMM, . YOUR MEMORY TRACES ARE 

/ 4 TOTALLY FLAT FOR ABOUT AN 
JUST RELAX, WALL-CRAWLER. THIS EWCEPHALO- Tia \ HouR, As IF YOUR BRAIN HAD 
SCANNER SHOULD GIVE US A FAIR PICTURE OF % LITERALLY BEEN... TURNED 
WHAT WENT ON IN YOUR BRAIN TONIGH’ B > OFF. 


THE LAD'S MASKING HIS FEAR WITH SNAPPY PATTER, AND HE 
HAS GOO? REASON To BE AFRAID. WHOEVER ATTACKED HIM COULD 


STHE SCANNER'S PICKING UP A RESIDUAL ENERGY PAT- 
TERN, ONE THAT LOOKS SURPRISINGLY FAMILIAR. 


Y'KNOW, $15, EVEN AFTER ALL 
THIS TIME, REED'S STRETCHING | 
ABILITIES STILL IMPRESS ME, 


PEOPLE CALL HIM 
"AR. 


THERE'S FAR MORE TO THIS MANSION--ANO_/TS 
STUDENTS --THAN MEETS THE EYE, FOR (T 1S THE 
SECRET HEADQUARTERS OF A TEAM OF MUTANT 
SUPER HEROES: THE UNCANNY X-MEN! 


colossus, 
REMEMBER-BRUTE 
STRENGTH IS NOT 


AS A MATTER OF 
FACT, REED, my 
CERE: - 


com. 
PUTER SYSTEM... 


SORRY! AT ANY RATE, WHOEVER 
THESE MUTANTS ARE, THEIR POWER 
IS UNLIKE ANYTHING I'VE PREVIOUS -| 
ty ENCOUNTERED, ANDO IT IG CON- 
SIERABLE. PLEASE KEEP ME 


WOLVER - 
awe! THAT EQuIP+ 


TORCH, GO © 


STOP HIM, KNOW, THERE COULD BE AN ARMY, 
INSIDE THAT BUILDING. 


GANGWAY, HOTSHOT. 
You‘RE HOGGIN’ THE 
ROAD. AS USUAL. 


‘AND you're 

ACTING UKE 

A JERK, AS 
Do USUAL. 


REED SAYS 
To PLAY iT CooL 
UNTIL WE CHECK 


I'M NOT IN THE MOOR, SOMEBODY IN THERE 
TURNED ME INTO A PUPPET. THEY MADE ME A 
CRIMINAL, BUSTER, AN’ DARN NEAR GOT 

ME KILLED! 


[/ YOU LUNKHEAD! OPEN 
YOUR EYES--POKE HOLES 
IN YOUR MA: 


FORGIVENESS, 
HE'D BETTER. 


A PARTICULARLY 
FORGIVING MOOD! 


OF ALL THE IDIOT TIMES TO GO OFF HALF-COCKE?! WE 
AFTER HIM! HAVE NO IDEA WHAT WE'RE UP AGAINST. FOR ALL WE 


VERRRY 


ALL RIGHT, 
MISTER-- WHAT 
GIVES You THE 
RIGHT TO GO 
MUCKING WITH 

MY MIND IE 


TORCHY LOOKS X A 
A LITTLE STIFF, 
UNSURE OF HIM- 


IF WHAT REED 
SAID ABOUT ME WHEN 


 --FOR ANYONE BUT THE 
ZING YOU-KNOW-WHO! 


RATS! THAT SHOULD HAVE YOU CAN'T ESCAPE) 
DECKED HIM, BUT NO DICE! ee. : . SPIDER-MAN. 
ANO THE LONGER THE LADY, 2 

POSSESSES TORCH, THE 

BETTER SHE GETS AT 

USING HIS POWERS. 


SHE'S THE KEY. IFT 
CAN KNOCK HER OUT-— 


H 
THAT MIGHT FREE THE 
TORCH. 


[PWEVER HIEANT- You ME Way CAN'T You LEAVE i AN INVISIBLE 
HARM. I WAS DESPERATE-- ME ALONE WITH MY | 7 BARRIER--MRS. 
I AfA DESPERATE. BE- GRIEEP! WHY MUST } “HAR 
[CAUSE I MADE THE 4 YOU FOREVER HOUND. 

WRONG CHOICE IN You, ME-- 

I'M ABOUT TO LOSE 

All I HOLD DEAR. 4 


KEEP THEM SEPAR- 
ATED, SUE, AND 
UNDER RESTRAINT, 
UNTIL WEGET 
THIS MESS 
SORTED 


STOP IT! ALL“ ARE YOU INSANE>! YOU STAND IN A HOUSE 
OF You, STOP . OF GOD, NOT ON. A BATTLEFIELD! IF YOU'VE 
IT AT ONCE! NO RESPECT FOR THE Z0RD... 


“AT LEAST HAVE 
SOME FOR THOSE 
WHO WORSH/P LEAVE THIS 
HIM! PLACE IN PEACE, 
I BEG OF You. 


WHAT HAVE 


IN, BETRAYED THOSE I 
LOVE, THOSE WHO 
TRUST ME. 


IN "NAM, 

BEFORE I JOINED THE 

PRIESTHOOD, THATS 
WH 


"MY FATHER Wits A COLONEL IN THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
ARMY, BECAUSE OF piled fer ghbiecanll Mostly AS PUN- 


To SE VIETNAM- 
ESE 1S TO HAVE 


“SATHER DID HIS BEST TO KéEP 
US SAFE, BUT THAT 


"AND LAUGHED 
TO SEE HIM DO 
IT. £ WAS FRIGHT- 


E Eee Af FASCINATING, 
WI, FOR UNCLE HAD AL oe: 
WAYS BEEN KIND To Me. , “Sima 
i 


ee 


SFROM THERE, WE WERE SENT TO AMERICA, To BE 
REUNITED WITH UNCLE NGUYEN AND TRAN. SINCE 
FLEEING VIETNAM, UNCLE TR 
HAD... CHANGED. HE WAS COLD, 

INE. ANY TRACE OF HUMANITY OR 


'WE MADE OUR WAY To FATHER BOWEN’S ge 
THE NAVY HAD GIVEN me oe WAME, SAYING 
HE HAD ESTABLISHED A /ELP RELIEF AGENCY 

FOR BOAT PEOPL. 


“WITH THE FATHER'S AID, WE RENTED AN APART- 
oe URE? EMPLOYMENT. LEONG AND 


CRIMINAL. 


ILY. YOU KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED NEXT. 


THAT'S FOR CERTAIN, I'VE SEEN AND HEARD SOME 
MRS. RICHARDS, SLEAZEBALL THINGS IN MY 
TIME, BUT THIS TOPS 'EM 
ALL. WE'LL SAVE THOSE 
KIDS, SHAN. You HAVE 
MY WORD. 


OH, YoU“ REED, WE CAN'T LET 
GENERAL Coy GET A 


>= 


IF THEY LACK SUCH TALENTS, 
THEN MY ORGANIZATION 


NOW, HURRY ABOARD THE sHiP--AND. 
DON’T WORRY. YOU'RE IN NO DANGER. YOU'LL 
ALL INGOOD TIME, LEONG. BE WELL LOOKED AFTER. IT PROMISE. 


Se 
Y'KNOW, TRAN, 


WHEN PINOCTHIO 
TOP LIES, HIS 


BEEN HANDING 
THESE KIOS... 


I MEAN, YOU TURKEYS COULDN'T, 
TAKE ME IF I WAS ALONE. 


AND, IN CASE 
YOU'RE WONDERING, 
THE WALL- CRAWLER 

/$N'T ALONE. 


I‘ AFRAID SO, TRAN. 
THE CEREBRO-SCANNER 
THAT LED US TO YOUR SISTER 
SO LED Us To you. J) 


ENOUGH, SPIDER-MAN. 
BEATEN. 


THEY’ RE 


GRAIN INTO THOSE OF THE 
FANTASTIC FOUR. 


THEY'VE BEEN CALLED @ 2 ANoO, cau ys QFE-GUARD By Taare: “S RUTHLESS 
THE BINEST QUARTET PSYCHIC sti THEY ARE OVERWHELMED 
OF WEROES EVER TO BEFORE THEY EVEN KNOW WHAT'S WAPPENING: 
WALK THE EARTH. 2 - 


SO WHAT I'LL TRY POSITIVE 
ELSE IS G THINKING, WHAT HAVE 


SLOUCH IN THE } 
MUSCLES 
DEPARTMENT, 


Itt HAVE To 
HIT-AND-RUN.., 
TRY TO WEAR 

“EM DOWN! 


FORCE-FIELD 
BLOCKED MY 
WEB- SHOT! 


THE POSSESSED THING'S PUN 
\SAEEO ONCE AS es eee 


T\a. THE FIGHT IS FAST-PACED, BRUTAL, NO 
Wun” QUARTER ASKED, NONE GIVEN... 


AND THROUGH IT ALL, TRAN WATCHES --HIS FACE TAUT 
WITH CONCENTRATION-- CONFIDENT OF VICTORY. HE CAN 
AFFORD 70 BE PATIENT, FOR HE KNOWS TIME 15 ON HIS 
|SIOE, WOT SPIDEY'S. 


ABOUT THE 
FUTURE --ANO 
MY ROLE AMAT. 


AND HERE COMES 

THE MEGT OF THE 

CREW TO FINISH 
ME OFF! 


DI> 


IM FRIGHE 
E 


as ‘ HER, - 
a a 
y 


BRAVE TALK, TRAN, CONSIDER- 

ING THE PATE YOUR WCE HAD IN STORE 

a FOR EM IF THEY DIDN'T TURN OUT To 
BE SUPER-POWERED, pes hens 
SHAN. HOW COME THE CHANGE OF HEART?! 


OF HIS CRIMINAL 
ORGANIZATION 


TRAN, FOR THE LOVE OF ALL WE ae SACRED -~ 


les (€ WOLD, ae 
BE! 


‘CAUSE J REALLY NEED ‘EM! SOMEONE MUST 
HAVE SEEN THIS FIGHT--OR AT LEAST THIS EX- 

EST WHEN You PLOSION. WHY HAVEN'T THEY CALLED THE 
REALLY NEED ‘EM? COPS? OR THE AVENGERS?! I'M NOT PICKY. 


THOUGHT YOLI"D SEEN THE 
LAST OF ME, EH CRETINE a 


HEAP RTS EN A 4_COME ON, PARKER--GET 
LONG TIME SINCE rey TOOK PIT TOGETHER! LET'S 
THAT HARD A SH SEE... SOME LIGHTNING MOVES 
3 -TO GO WITH YOUR PATENTED... 
Sy : SNAPPY 


PATTER... 


SPIDEY--My SKULL! Tm} 


SIBLE! MY DEFENSES 
= CRUMBLING! BLT 
YOU'RE WEAKER -— 
LESS EXPERIENCED 
THAN EE 


Voces Aree --A PART OF AER. 


HER, YET NOT HER, 


SWIRLS AROUND 
XIAN. 


SPIDey--~ IT’S SUZIE AN 
200K! 


HE WAS THE DARKNESS. I, THE LIGHT. 

HE FOUGHT ONLY FOR HIMSELF. I, FOR 
THOSE I LOVED. TRUE, HIS BODY WAS 
STRONGER. BLT MY STRENGTH FLOWED FROM 
MY SOUL. HE COULD NOT STAND AGAINST THAT. 


Al THE SUM TOTAL OF THE “{ WITH KARMA'S POWER OF POSSES- 
THAN © CAN EVER REPAY. IF POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE ACTS we SHE HAS AN AWESOME 
YOU SHOULD EVER NEEDMY| | OF A PERSON'S LIFE IN ONE INCARNATION, \ POTENTIAL FOR GOOD--OR 
r be THROUGH WHICH THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN * Evi. 
THE NEXT INCARNATION |S DETERMINED, 
UNTIL AT LAST A PERSON OF PURE, POSITIVE, FOR WHAT IT’S WORTH, Doc, 


KARMA ACHIEVES WIRVANA-- LITERALLY I'LL STAKE MY MONEY ON THE 
ONENESS WITH THE UNIVERSE. Goop, C | 


y 


CHRIS CLAREMONT, JOHN BYRNE Es BOB MeLEOD Gaon eal fy spepe ¢. [DENNY ONER / Ji 
RER / COLORIST 


WRITER * CO-PLOTTERS * ARTISTS LETTE! 


THAT was 
AWAY. O} 


TUR} TO THE UNITED 
STATES, THE LAND OF HER 


DHOOP AS A CAIRO STREET 
URCHIN BEFORE FATE DREW 
HER SOUTH TO HER ANCESTRAL 

HOMELAND...  _ 


SHOCTER 
EDITOR EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


| SHE'S LIVED AN EXCITING LiFE-- 


EVEN BEFORE SHE JOINED THE 
XMEN-- AND MADE MORE THAN 


AND MY SILENCER WORKED 
LIKE A CHARM. NO ONE 
Bm HEARD OR SAW A THING, 


WAY HOME TO 
J0’BURG. 


HE, BUT THATS 
BETTER THAN BEING DEAD, I THINK. 


z MER BOOY, MASSIVE 
FLARING FROM HER FINGER TIPS — ANE HER WOULD-BE 
ASSASSIN ABRU FINDS HIMASELF ttl THE CENTER OF A 
Fiull-FLEDGED THUNDERSTORA. 


you'll GET 
NCTHING 
FROM ME, 
KAPFIRE 


THAT 1S A SAMPLE OF WHAT I CAN 
DO. THINGS CAN GET MUCH, MUCH 
WORSE --AND WILL, UNLESS You 
TELL ME WHAT I WANT TO KNOW, 


AT THE NAME, es 
STORM'S BREATH © 
\ \ HISSES BETWEEN ~~ 
SUDDENLY CLENCHED 
TEETH, ANP HER 
FACE TURNS GRIM = 
\ AS MEMORIES ” 


THAT SHE HEAD THE OTHER 
A TEEN-AGER'S NATURAL CURIOUSITY 


A YOUNG BLACK MAN--HE CANT BE 
THAT MUCH OLDER THAN ME~BEING 
SS COATTACKED BY A GANG OF WHITES! 


ARE THEY POLICE? 
OR SLAVERS? 


I DON'T KNOW-- AND I DON’T a 
CARE! THAT Boy NEEDS HELP--29 OL 
S > 

--AND IM GOING Dy 
To GIVE IT TOHIM! | 


(SHE STRIKES LIKE AN EAGLE, FLATTENING (P8.%Ou SPEAK ENGLISH? 
EVERYONE BUT THE BLACK WARRIOR WITH RE YOU ALL RIGHT 7 
HURRICANE -FORCE BLASTS OF AIR. BEFORE 


THE MEN ARE EVEN AWARE THEY'RE UNDER 


MOST OF THEM 
ARE UNCONSCIOUS, 
ANO THE REST 
700 DAZED To 
GIVE ORORO ANY 
REAL TROUBLE. 


HOW PO 
YOU FLY--?/ 


GIRL, YOUR 
INTERFERENCE pos 


YOUR WIND POWERS ARE AS 


~MY MASTE! 
IMPREGSIVE AS THEY ARE STRANGE, 


Wish 
BUT IT WILL TAKE FAR MORE THAN 


SEE Ee 
TCHALLA SAFE 
A MERE WIND, NO MATTER HOW AND SOUND IN PRE- 
STRONG, TO STOP DE RUYTER 
THE Bite! 


“GUEST” OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH 
AFRICA... 


wn AND I IN- 
TEND To SEE 
THAT THEIR: 


IMPRESSIVE. FEW... MEN | YOUR NATION, WAKANDA, 
HAVE EVER HIT MEAS 15 A MINERALOGICAL 
HARD. BUT THIS DART CRP RUE TRCNE of one my 


TROL. WITH PROPER CON 
DITIONING, YOU WILL MAKE 
PeRreCl PUPPET 


US THE 


BUT CERUYTER HAO 
MADE A FATAL MISTAKE. 
WEP Aseus AsrUMeD, ar 


THE ABILITY TO CREATE 
4 WINE WAS CRORO'S 
ONLY POW 


Tey TRAVELLED TOGETHER FOR A TIME-- THE HAPPIEST TIME OF 
R TREK, ORORO REMEMBERS FONDLY-- BUT IN THE END, THEY 
PARTED. TCHALLA’S DUTY TOOK HIM BACK TO WAKAN- 
DA, WHILE ORORO FOLLOWED HER DREAMS TO THE 
SLOPES OF (AOLUNT KIL IMAN TARO, WHERE SHE MADE 
~~ HER HOME. 


FORE THE 
rl AFRICAN 
OR HIS FELLOW 
ENTS COUP 
WER, ORORO 
AND TCHALLA 
WERE LONG GONE! 


to ERASE ANY 
MEMORY MY ASSAILANT] 
HAD OF MY ACTIONS-~ 
P OR EXISTENCE --AS 
AN X-MAN. 


4 


PLEASE TELL THE SON OF T'CHAKA 
HAVE TURNED HIM OVER To THE POLICE, BUT é THAT THE WIND RIDER SHE 
THAT WOULD HAVE CREATED MORE TROUBLE WHOM HE CHRISTENED HIS WHITE, 
- THAN IT WAS WORTH. lioness ce HERE, AND MUST 
<< SEE HIM ON A MATTER OF EX- 
TREME URGENCY. 


a i ‘ 
Fe 
< j = 
‘ f 
af 
+ 
Q iba 
$ seal 7 3 
: 5 ce] 
ee kin 
hi PLEASE 
TWILL, MA‘AM. pe A oboe HURRY. HIS] 
fF You WILL pense LIFE 1S IN 
WAIT HERE...? DANGER. 


A NOT UNCOMMON OCCURRENCE -- 
FOR THE BLACK PANTHER. 
THANK YOU, HUDSON. THAT 

WILL BE ALL 


BY THE SACRED 
STONE, I THOUGHT 
I RECOGNIZED THAT 

\. VOICE. IT 4$ you! 


THE MAN SAID HE WAS PART OF 


IT |S... GOOD To SEE | AS DO YOU. MY GAWKY, I WISH 
YOu. |T'S BEEN SO / SCRAWNY, FLUTE - NOW THAI 
LONG. YOU LOOK... 

BEAUTIFE“, 


T'CHALLA, EARLIER THIS 
EVENING I WAS ALMOST 
KILLED By AN ASSASSIN 
IN THE EMPLOY OF 


ATEAM HIRED SPECIFICALLY 

TO KILL YOU AND ME. EVIDENTLY, 

HE STULL BEARS US ACONSID- 
ERABLE GRUDGE. 


I WONDER WHY HE 
TOOK 60 LONG To 


PELL APART, 
}\ UNTIL HE WAS FORCIBLY RETIRED 
N A FEW YEARS AGO. 


hemmed AFTER THAT, HE 
DROPPED OuT 
OF SIGHT, 


ALL LOOKS PEACEFUL AS THEY MAKE 
THEIR APPROACH, BUT BOTH HAVE 
LEARNED FROM EXPERIENCE HOW 
DECEIVING APPEARANCES CAN BE... 


AND THEY 


I’ HAVE EXPECTED 
DE RUYTER TO 


ARE You sure \ 
THis IS THE } 
RIGHT HOUSE?! ; 


1. (7 15 WITH THE (RRESISTIBLE 
POWER OF HIS FOUR-FOOTED NAME 


BUT WE'VE 
SEARCHED THE VY 
ENTIRE HOUSE, |] 


IN WER DAY, ORORO WAS THE BEST THIEF IN CAIRO:-NO MEAN FEAT 
ANO BEFORE HER AGED , ACHMED Ec , WAS DONE 
TEACHING HER, THERE WASN'T A LOCK MADE SHE COLKDN'T OPEN. 


.. ARE QUICKLY DISPATCHED, TO 
AWAKE IN A FEW HOURS WITH 
SORE HEADS. 


PANTHER, THIS MAKES Wy 


NO SENSE. ALL WE'VE 
ENCOUNTERED SO FAR f¥ 
ARE SOME ARMED sa 
SENTRIES AND RuDI- 
MENTARY ELECTRONIC 


SURVEILLANCE 
EQUIPME! 


LET ME WELL! CURIOUSER AND 
SEE. CURIOUSER. THERE‘S A 
1 TRIGGER PLATE ATTACHED 
\ TO THE LOCK. HAD you FoL- 
LOWED YOUR INSTINCTS 
ANP KICKED THE DOOR 
OPEN.. 


IN YOUR FACE. 


you“, soow 
WI6H YOU HAD, 
SKY-RIDER-- 


A GOOD Move, 


I'LL TRY A SHOT 
WIND-WITCH 


WHEN I'VE SMASHED YOU AND YOUR 
KAEFIR MATE TO LIFELESS, BLOODY 
PuLPs? 


YOU ARE POOMED, PANTHER! MY) |... WAS DESIGNED TO LURE You Te 
ROBOT BODY 15 MORE THAN A 1S HOUSE, ANP TO YOUR DEA 
MATCH FOR BOTH OF YOu! FOR Piers 
YEARS, I PLANNED MY REVENGE--| TY FOR THE MOMENT, PRINCE OF | 
ANO ONCE I FOUND YOUR WOMAN, THE WAKANDAS, YOUR SPEED 
J SET MY PLAN IN MOTION! SAVES YOU. BUT YOUR HUMAN 
Be FRAME WILL SOON TIRE. MINE 


TCHALLA IS 
IN TROUBLE! So... 
SINCE MY LIGHTNING) 

CANNOT HURT 5 

THE ROBOT... 


=I THINK MY BEST ALTER - r--Im ARE YOU ALL RIGHT, STORM, 


NATIVE [S TO STRIKE AT THE FALLING! 

FLOOR BENEATH THE ROBOT. —~n | I'VE FELT BETTER-- 
= ~ | Wo! Tunes \| BuT I’ve BEEN HURT 

IT WORKED! AT THE CANT END THIS WORSE 

VERY LEAST, THAT SHOULD Way! I WON'T 


HE ROBOT PLUNGED 


TEMPORARILY IMMOBILIZE LET THEM! SOUNDS LIKE 
q LL THE WAY TO. 


WE'D BEST FIND PE RUYTER WHILE WE HAVE 

THE CHANCE. I HATE TO ADMIT IT, BUT I FEAR s 

THAT THING IS MORE THAN WE TWO ALONE ~ THROUGH ITS SOUND - 
CAN HANDLE. 7 


| eae i a 
ODD. I CAN’T HEAR anvTune |g 
THE ROBOT'S VOICE STOPPED 5 i : 
SUDDENLY AFTER IT STRUCK x Y 
BOTTOM, AND NOW THERE'S a a 
NO SIGN OF ANY MOVEMENT. § 


Lal 
& --I CAN HEAR THE 
SOUND OF COMPUTERS 


AND SOPHISTICATED 
ELECTRONICS APPARATUS. 


I Poust DE RUYTER WOULD BooBy- 
TRAP TH/S ENTRANCE~TOO MUCH 


YOUR LOCKPICKS TO OPEN IT, 


UYTER, " J TRUST You'lL BE 
YOU WANTED _ BETTER AT FIGHTING 
US-- WE'RE , T'CHALLA THE MAN, 
WERE! A THAN YOU WERE AGAINST... 


HE MUST HAVE HAD A PSYCH/C 
CINK WITH THE ROBOT, MAKING 
(T AN EXTENSION OF HIMSELF, 
BUT THAT LINK WAS A 7WO-WAY, 
STREET. WHILE THE ROBOT 
COULD EASILY COPE WITH 

OUR ATTACKS... 


THE HUMAN ORGAN- 
ISM THAT CONTROLLED 
AND MOTIVATED IT 

COULD WOT. 


oe ig ONLY BEEN DEAP A MINUTE 
« THE SHOCK OF THE ROBOT'S 
auc THe MENTAL STRAIN, THE 
FEAR OF BEING DEFEATED By US 
AGAIN-- MUST HAVE BEEN MORE 
THAN HE COULD STAND, 


THE STRAW 

THAT BROKE 

THE BuLL’S 
BACK. 


DE RUYTER PRIDED 
HIMSELF ON HIS Rrra. es SUPPOSE THIS ACT OF 


VENGEANCE --THE LAST 


*//_--WAS MEANT TO 
MAKE UP FOR THE 
LIFE HE BELIEVED 
WE HAP RUINED. 


ORORO. 


DAY WHEN We WOULD MEET AGAIN, 

$0 I COULP BEAT HIM ONCE AND 

FOR ALL. Now I WONDER WHy 
I BOTHERED. 


CATER. AFTER THE | THERE IS SO MUCH ONE CAN DO WITH A LIFE, 


PANTHER HAS SUM- 
MONED THE AUTHOR- 
ITE Sue 


I usep. MY AVEVEERS PRIORITY Wit THE 
POLICE. YOU WON'T BE INVOLVED IN ANY YWAy. 


IT WAS 600D SEEING you | . 
AGAIN. IT’S STRANGE, 

BUT... SUDDENLY I FIND: 
MYSELF THINKING... 


OF WHAT WAS, I, 
IO MIGHT HAVE , TOO. 


YET DE RUYTER CHOSE TO DEVOTE HIS TO 


A MOMENT WHICH-- ONCE DENIEO--CAN NEVER 
LY BE RECAPTURED. BOTH KNOW THIS. 
PERHAPS THAT 1S WHAT MAKES THEIR PARTING 
ALL THE MORE PRINFUL, 


YET... PART 
THEY Do. 


‘ey 
ARE, WHAT THEY Wiel 
REMAIN. FOREVER. 


